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Online shopping available  at
www.childreystores.co.uk   

We offer click & collect and delivery 

Shop Hours :

February at 
Childrey Stores 

Monday- Friday 8.45am-4pm
Saturday
Sunday

9am-1pm
9am-12pm

Don’t miss the beautiful snowdrops in St Mary’s churchyard this 
February!

Childrey Allotments have some availability!
There are a number of allotments that have become available this year so if 
you are interested please contact Paul Solerti.  There is a full one (which 
could be divided into 2 halves).  And there is another quarter that has 
become available.   Contact Paul Solerti either via email: 
psolerti@gmail.com or by telephone 01235 751 072 for further details.

SPARSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
Sparsholt Parish Council has a vacancy for a Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). Reporting
to the Chairman, the RFO will work closely alongside the clerk to the council.  The main 
duties comprise maintaining the cash book and accounting records, providing reports and 
financial support to the council, managing the annual budget process, managing the annual 
return audit, and monitoring adherence to the council’s financial regulations.  The RFO 
should be able to deal with the payment of salaries and compliance with pensions 
regulator.

Experience of bookkeeping is desirable and a good working knowledge of Excel 
spreadsheets is essential.  Good interpersonal and communication skills are necessary, 
since regular communication with the clerk, chair and council members are required. 
Accuracy and attention to detail are also essential attributes.  Salary will be dependent on 
experience but will be in the region of £10-£13.50 per hour.

Sparsholt Parish Council also has a vacancy for an auditor to do the internal audit once a 
year.
For further information and a job description please contact Mrs Deborah Lewis-Pryde, 
Clerk to Sparsholt Parish Council, on 01235 751 923 or by email on 
clerk.sparsholtpc@aol.co.uk

http://www.sparsholtandwestcot.org/
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Searle 
School of 
Motoring 

 

I am very proud to say that my first time pass rate 
for learners is 80% - the national average is 47% 

Gift vouchers available. 

Tel: 07747 630 202 
Email: davemsearle@aol.com 

Website: www.davidsearledrivingschool.co.uk 

 My name is David Searle and I am a Childrey based 
Driving Instructor offering professional and patient 

tuition to new learners. I also provide refresher 
courses for those who have already passed their test 

but want to build up their experience and skills. I 
cover a wide area surrounding Wantage, Grove, the 

villages and beyond. 
I am a DBS checked and DVSA approved Driving 
Instructor. I am also a member of the Institute of 

Advanced Motorists. 



Chat from the Clerk

The next Childrey Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 1st
February 2021 starting at 7.30pm to be held via Zoom or in Childrey Village 
Hall, TBC.  Clerk.childreypc@aol.co.uk

The next Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd
March 2021 starting at 7.00pm to be held via Zoom or in the Griffin Memorial 
Hall, check the Sparsholt website or noticeboards for details.  
Clerk.sparsholtpc@aol.co.uk
Clerk to both Parish Councils Debbie Lewis-Pryde 01235 751 923

If any parishioners in Childrey, Sparsholt or Westcot need any assistance 
please do get in touch with me.  I have volunteers that are happy to do 
shopping, collect prescriptions (Brett’s Chemist in Grove preferred please), do 
banking or go to the Post Office or anything else that we can help with for 
anyone that is self-isolating.  I have an answer machine so if I am out please 
leave me your name and phone number and I will call you back, even if you 
just fancy a chat!  Don’t be lonely we all need to look after each other.
If your household waste, food bin, re-cycling bin or brown garden waste bin is 
not collected on the appointed day please leave out the following day.

For local information about services affected during COVID-19; updates about 
critical frontline services such as fire and rescue, waste collections, highways 
and children’s social care: https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-
information-from-the-government/

Agendas will be posted on both the website and the Village notice boards.  Both Parish 
Councils reserve the right to change the meeting dates, times and venues – please always 
check the notice board for correct information – Agendas are published three clear working 
days before each Parish Council meeting.  Also Planning meetings will be inserted periodically 
to allow the Parish Council to discuss and respond before the VOWHDC deadlines and the 
Agenda will be published on the notice board three clear working days prior to the meeting.  
Planning applications can be viewed on the VOWHDC planning register.

If you notice any potholes, overgrown footpaths or verges or any other Highways issues please 
report to the ”fixmystreet” website.  Highways respond quicker to the problems that have the 
most logs on their site and include photographs.  Please DO NOT wait for a Parish Council 
meeting to report Highways issues.

ADRIAN SMITH
PAINTER & DECORATOR

City & Guilds qualified – 35 years of experience
domestic and commercial redecoration – from a single 

room to an entire house
¨ period homes ¨ new builds ¨ change of tenancy ¨

¨ friendly, reliable and trustworthy service ¨
¨ quality finish using quality materials ¨

¨ competitive rates ¨
asmith417@btinternet.com

07717060297

Small, friendly Matwork class at 
Sparsholt Memorial Hall
Mondays 20:00 – 21:00

Email sally@pilateswithsally.co.uk for 
information & to book a place

Classes also held in Grove, Charney Bassett, Denchworth 
& Shrivenham

Sally is a level 3 certified Body Control Pilates teacher with 
specialist qualifications in bone health, older person & 
matwork & is a Back4Good practitioner & BackCare 

Professional member

We want to hear 
your news!

If you have any news, 
events or opinions you’d 
like to share with Childrey
and Sparsholt residents, 
we want to hear it.  Email 
the editor on our new 
email address:  
Childreynews@gmail.com

Submissions by the 18th of the 
month please.
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We were blessed with snow at the end of January, and it was wonderful to see your lovely snow 
creations all around the village!



News from St Mary’s February 2021

At the time of going to press all church services will be held on Zoom with a review at the 
beginning of March.  We’ve added Worshipping Together, an informal family-friendly 
service at 10am some weeks which we hope will appeal to everyone.  We would love to 
hear from anyone in the community who’d be interested in joining inn.  Please look out for 
more information in Signpost (the church newsletter), on notices around the village and on 
our social media pages – all contact details below.  We are also very pleased to say we have 
nearly 130 followers on our social media but would be delighted to have many more!

Book Club
The last meeting of the Book Club reading ‘A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues’ will 
be on 3rd February at 7.45.  Caring for the environment and the impact of climate change 
are such important issues, we’ll be wanting to keep in mind all that we’ve learnt and shared.  
Please do contact us if you have ideas to add to the conversation.

New for now – Zoom coffee mornings!
While we’re still in lockdown, we’re offering a weekly coffee and chat on Zoom on Tuesday 
mornings at 11am.  See the poster for more details.

Looking out for everyone
As we continue to live with the current restrictions, please remember you can contact us 
with any concerns, prayer requests or just a listening ear.  Rector Leonora can be contacted 
on 760112 and our curate Andrea on 01367 820553.  In addition, Miranda Marsh, our 
pastoral coordinator, is on 751377.  If you want a change of scene and some headspace, St 
Mary’s is open for visitors and personal prayer on Saturdays from 10am-4pm.  As February 
arrives, so do all the snowdrops in the churchyard so don’t miss seeing the display!

For updates on everything we’re doing in this changing situation, keep an eye open on our 
social media (see below)* and on the noticeboards on the Barn and outside St Mary’s.
Linda Soames John Martin

lindasoames@home.3b.co.uk johnmartin72a@gmail.com
Tel: 715297 Tel: 751809

* https://www.facebook.com/StMarysChildrey
*Instagram: stmaryschildrey
*https://www.achurchnearyou.com
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Bee-Friendly Gardening Tips!

There are lots of ways you can make your garden friendly for wildlife.  
Roselle Chapman from Wild Oxfordshire shares some of her top tips 
here:

Bee facts
250 species of bees in the UK
224 wild solitary bees
25 wild bumble bees
One domesticated honey bee

Trees you can plant this winter to help pollinators
Male grey willow (sallow) Salix cinerea
Goat willow Salix caprea
Small-leaved lime Tilia cordata
Service trees: Sorbus torminalis, Sorbus domestica
Apple Malus sp - any, fruit bearing, or ornamental
Cherry Plum - Prunus cerasifera
Wild Hawthorn - Crataegus monogyna/laevigata

Gardening tips
Leave the dead plant stems over winter. Hollow stems may be used by 
bees for over wintering.]
Provide flowers throughout the year – some bees emerge as early as 
February.
Buy organic to ensure bulbs and plants haven’t been treated 
with neonicotinoids.
Have a flowering lawn.
Provide a source of water for bees.
Leave a patch of bare earth – mason bees gather mud to build egg 
cells.
Include a variety flower shapes – different species have different tongue 
lengths..

More information can be found:
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/communities/resources/

Suzanne Doig (Noviss) – Thank You

The family of Suzanne would like to thank 
everyone for all the prayers, kindness and 
support they have been shown at this sad 
and difficult time.

We were all deeply touched and 
overwhelmed how many people lined the 
road in the village on the day of her 
funeral to show their love and respect.

You will all have your own special 
memories to treasure of Suzanne and we 
thank you for the many lovely tributes left 
on her ‘Remembrance Tree’ outside her 
workshop over the Christmas period.

John & Sarah Noviss and extended family.

https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/communities/resources/

