ADRIAN SMITH
PAINTER & DECORATOR
City & Guilds qualified – 35 years of experience
domestic and commercial redecoration – from a single
room to an entire house
¨ period homes ¨ new builds ¨ change of tenancy ¨
¨ friendly, reliable and trustworthy service ¨
¨ quality finish using quality materials ¨
¨ competitive rates ¨
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email for newsletter articles: childreynews@gmail.com Please submit articles by the 18th of themonth

Autumn at Childrey Stores

asmith417@btinternet.com
07717060297

•
•

The ever popular Childrey made bread is
available and baked fresh everyday.

New to the shop is freshly pressed Wantage apple juice.

• Every Friday and Saturday we have localmade doughnuts
•

We want to hear
your news!
Small, friendly Matwork class at
Sparsholt Memorial Hall
Mondays 20:00 – 21:00
Email sally@pilateswithsally.co.uk for
information & to book a place
Classes also held in Grove, Charney Bassett, Denchworth
& Shrivenham
Sally is a level 3 certified Body Control Pilates teacher with
specialist qualifications in bone health, older person &
matwork & is a Back4Good practitioner & BackCare
Professional member

If you have any news,
events or opinions you’d
like to share with Childrey
and Sparsholt residents,
we want to hear it. Email
the editor on our new
email address:
Childreynews@gmail.com

Submissions by the 18th of the
month please.

And finally, we still have some Childrey made face
coverings available.

Sign up to our newsletter on our website;
Website: www.childreystores.co.uk
Instagram: @childreystores
Tel : 01235 751 459

The Childrey Folio 2021 Calendar is
now available from Childrey Stores,
this comprises 12 drawings of local
views, churches and prominent
Childrey buildings, by local artist,
Leila Anderson.
Please contact Leila for further
info: Leila.artstudio@gmail.com or
07794 357503

Searle
School of
Motoring
My name is David Searle and I am a Childrey based
Driving Instructor offering professional and patient
tuition to new learners. I also provide refresher
courses for those who have already passed their test
but want to build up their experience and skills. I
cover a wide area surrounding Wantage, Grove, the
villages and beyond.
I am a DBS checked and DVSA approved Driving
Instructor. I am also a member of the Institute of
Advanced Motorists.

I am very proud to say that my first time pass rate
for learners is 80% - the national average is 47%
Gift vouchers available.
Tel: 07747 630 202
Email: davemsearle@aol.com
Website: www.davidsearledrivingschool.co.uk

Moving to a high alert level would mean that residents could not socialise with
anybody outside their household or support bubble in any indoor setting, whether at
home or in a public place.
Leader of Oxfordshire County Council Ian Hudspeth said: “In light of the escalating
situation across the country, we are pushing hard for Oxfordshire to be moved to a
high alert level. This would be a preventative measure to stem the spread of the
virus and protect the county’s most vulnerable residents.
“We are aware that some businesses, particularly the hospitality sector, would be
affected if we moved to a high alert level, and we welcome the announcement from
the Government today that additional support will be available.”
“However, we must do everything we can to keep residents across the county safe.
We know that the majority of transmissions occur when different households mix,
so increasing our alert level to high, which prevents households from mixing
socially in indoor settings, is one of the best ways we can help our residents at this
critical time.”
Please keep my details in case we do get a second COVID-19 spike. If any
parishioners in Childrey, Sparsholt or Westcot need any assistance please do get
in touch with me. I have volunteers that are happy to do shopping, collect
prescriptions (Brett’s chemist in Grove preferred please), do banking or go to the
Post Office or anything else that we can help with for anyone that is self-isolating. I
have an answer machine so if I am out please leave me your name and phone
number and I will call you back, even if you just fancy a chat!
Don’t be lonely we all need to look after each other.
For local information about services affected during COVID-19; updates about critical
frontline services such as fire and rescue, waste collections, highways and children’s social
care: https//news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-from-the-government/
Agendas will be posted on both the website and Village notice boards. Both Parish
Councils reserve the right to change the meeting dates, times and venues – please always
check the notice board for correct information – Agendas are published three clear working
days before each Parish Council meeting. Also Planning meetings will be inserted
periodically to allow the Parish Council to discuss and respond before the VOWHDC
deadlines and the Agenda will be published on the notice board three clear working days
prior to the meeting. Planning applications can be viewed on the VOWHDC planning
register.
If your house hold waste, food bin, re-cycling bin or brown garden waste bin is not collected
on the appointed day please leave out on the following day and report by 5.00pm by
telephoning 03000 610 610 or by emailing admin.vale@biffa.co.uk by midnight on the day of
the missed collection.
If you notice any potholes, overgrown footpaths or verges or any other Highways issues
please report to the ‘fixmystreet” website. Highways respond quicker to the problems that
have most logs on their site and include photographs. Please DO NOT wait for a parish
Council meeting to report Highways issues.

Chat from the Clerk
The next Childrey Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 16th November
2020 starting at 7.30pm to be held via Zoon or in Childrey Village Hall, TBC.
Clerk.childreypc@aol.co.uk
The next Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 23rd
November starting at 7.00pm to be held via Zoom or in Griffin Memorial Hall,
Sparsholt, TBC. Clerk.Sparsholtpc@aol.co.uk
Clerk to both Parish Councils Debbie Lewis-Pryde 01235 751923
Oxfordshire close to ‘high’ COVID-19 alert level
Read here: https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-close-to-high-covid-19-alert-level/
People in Oxfordshire are being advised to be extra vigilant, particularly over half-term,
as cases of coronavirus continue to spread across the county.
Evidence shows that, in the past two weeks, the virus has spread to a much wider age
range across the country and is no longer confined to younger people in urban areas.
Hospital admissions have begun to increase as a result.
Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for Public Health Ansaf Azhar said: “Across all
areas of the country, we are starting to see a significant shift in the spread of the virus
beyond people in their teens and 20’s to older and more vulnerable age groups. This is
a really concerning development. We know that, once the virus starts to spread to
more vulnerable groups, then hospital cases will rise and deaths will inevitably follow.
We have seen what’s been happening across the north of England and how the virus
has quickly taken hold across huge swathes of the community. Based on the current
trajectory of the virus, we could well find ourselves in a similar position in just a few
weeks’ time if we do not take collective action now.”
“With half-term approaching, as well as events such as Halloween, Bonfire Night and
Diwali coming up, it’s very easy to get caught up in the excitement of meeting up and
celebrating with friends and family. But we mustn’t forget about COVID. We need to
do everything we can to keep our families and communities safe and stop the spread.”
“I know the temptation will be to meet up and socialise over half term. However, the
virus thrives when people are in close contact with one another. So I would strongly
urge everyone to limit their social interactions and focus instead on the many COVIDsecure family activities that are taking place over half term.”
Oxfordshire is currently at the ‘medium’ or tier 1 level in the COVID-19 alert system.
This is the national three-tier system, which classifies areas as medium, high or very
high based on their numbers of infection and overall risk level.
Discussions have taken place this week with central Government about whether all
areas of Oxfordshire should move to the ‘high’ alert level, given concerns over the
spread of the virus to age groups beyond people in their teens and 20s to potentially
more vulnerable groups.
The decision has been taken not to move the country to a high alert level at this stage.
However, the situation is being monitored extremely closely and Oxfordshire’s Director
of Public Health and council leaders are pushing for a move to happen as soon as
possible.

News from St Mary’s November 2020
Churchwarden
We are delighted to announce that at the church AGM held last month Paul Beacon was
elected as our new churchwarden. Paul and wife Becky live in West Street and are
expecting their first child later this year. On behalf of everyone we warmly welcome him
to the role and thank him for taking on the responsibilities.
Meanwhile, Rob Soames has stood down as churchwarden and we wish to thank him
very much for carrying out the role so well and for all he has has done for St.Mary’s in
that time. We are grateful that he will contnue to be remain involved as treasurer and
in other ways too.
Christmas Festival Weekend
We are pleased to say that we are planning to have our usual Festival over the weekend
starting Friday 11th December. Due to the current restrictions it will have to be slimmed
down. However, the Parish Council have very kindly agreed to donate a tree which will
be erected on the green outside the village hall. Ridgeway School will decorate the tree
as usual on Friday 11th December at 11am and it will be blessed by Reverend Mary
Harwood from Letcombe Regis. Please come along, social distancing permitting, if you
are available.
We are also suggesting we have a Festival of Lanterns that weekend. Look out for more
details around the village notice boards and on social media*.
A Month of Remembrance
November is a time of year when it is traditional to remember on All Souls Day – 1st
November - our loved ones who have passed away. Then, on Remembrance Sunday –
8th November this year - to pay tribute to those who have given their lives in the
service of their country. Instead of our usual large gathering across the benefice, there
will be a brief Act of Remembrance at 10.45 in each of our six villages. That way we can
observe proper social distancing and avoid a large crowd in one place. In Childrey, the
ceremony will be held around the war memorial.

We are also holding a short communion service via Zoom at 10am. Please
contact Andrea** for the the joining details.

In the church, you will also find a display of reflections and prayers for this time of
remembrance.
Finally, we invite you to add a stone in memory of a loved one to a cairn you will find in
the churchyard. More details on the board outside the church door.
Future Services
Whilst services are limited at St Mary’s due to the current restrictions, there will be a
service in church of Holy Communion at 10.00 am on Sunday 15th November. At the
time of going to print discussions are taking place to see what may be possible for
Christmas. Look out for further news on our social media sites and noticeboard.
Ridgeway Benefice Autumn Challenge: “Harvest”
A big thank you to all those who shared their favourite photos of harvest time this year.
There is a selection here and the full display is in the church.
Do remember St Mary’s is open for personal prayer every Saturday from 9.30 – 5pm
Finally, both Leonora (760112) and Andrea** (07749865052 or email
revd.acolbrook@gmail.com) are at the other end of the phone for anyone who would
like a chat or for further information about what is going on.
For updates on everything we are doing in this changing situation, keep an eye open
on our social media (see below)* and on the noticeboards on the Barn and outside St
Mary’s.
www.facebook.com/StMarysChildrey
Instagram: stmaryschildrey
Linda Soames
lindasoames@home.3b.co.uk
Tel: 715297 / 07766 794 704

John Martin
johnmartin72a@gmail.com
Tel: 751809

