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Dear Friends, 

June is traditionally the month when the communities of the Ridgeway 
Benefice come together to enjoy gardens, flower festivals, cream teas and 
concerts.  These events are not only joyful occasions but also ones that raise 
valuable funds for the fabric and mission of the six churches in the Benefice.  
Sadly this year, all these events have had to be cancelled while we wait for the 
current restrictions to be lifted.  However although our communities are not 
able to come together in our usual ways, this has certainly been a time when 
the community spirit of our Ridgeway villages has flourished.  

Hebrews 13:2 tells us: ‘Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.’  
During these unusual times, we have certainly seen many instances of 
friendship and caring, often by and to those who may not have been known to 
each other previously.  These new relationships in our community are to be 
celebrated, even if we are unable to gather together for our usual Church 
services or fundraising events.  

Miranda Marsh 
Pastoral Team Member 
 

 

 CAN CHILDREY WELFARE 
TRUST HELP YOU? 

The Welfare Trust is a small 
village charity that is able to 

give some financial support to 
those in need. 

For more information and to apply 
please contact: 

Sarah Noviss (Secretary) – 751435 
or email: 

sarahnoviss@hotmail.co.uk 
Applications are strictly 

confidential. 

 

 

 

Just to say.... 

A Book Club via Zoom will have the 

next two sessions on Wednesday 27th 
May & Wednesday 10th June at 8pm. 
The book can be ordered from various 
outlets including the Madhatter Bookshop 
in Wantage. If you would like to join in 
with this group, please contact Andrea 
for Zoom info! Don’t worry if you do not 
have the book, join us anyway! 

 
Daily Hope – The Archbishop of 

Canterbury Justin Welby has launched a 
free national phone line as a simple new 
way to bring worship and prayer into 
people’s homes while church buildings 
are closed due to coronavirus.  Daily 
Hope offers music, prayers and 
reflections as well as full worship 
services from the Church of England at 
the end of a phone line.  This is available 
24/7 on 0800 804 8044 and has been set 
up to help those who are unable to join in 
online church services during this time. 

 
God of love and hope, 

you made the world and care for all creation, 
but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. 
Some people are worried that  

they might get ill. 
Others are anxious for their family and friends. 

Be with them and help them to find peace. 
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The Reade Family!! As a family we regularly make the time to tell Bible stories and to 
discuss their meaning and their relevance in the modern world – I am often blown away by 

just how wise 5 year olds can be in such discussions, revealing a 
perspective or philosophical concept that would simply never occur 
to an adult. But, as wonderful as these conversations are, they can 
never replace the fellowship and friendship that is experienced 
when attending church services on a regular basis. With that in 
mind,  we have been so grateful to be able to retain this regular 
contact via Zoom services each week, where our children have 
loved having the opportunity to share what they have been 
learning at home-school and to show the Bible activity sheets they 
have completed during the week.  

 

 

 

 

 
The concept of on-line video-conferences in place of face-to-face church services may sound 
slightly dry at first, especially as many of us fill our weeks with video conferencing whilst 
working from home, but it works amazingly well, is beautifully intimate, and provides the 
perfect forum to learn from each other and to share encouragement. Maintaining contact with 

friends, as we all know, can be tricky at the moment due to the physical constraints that are 

still in place, and also because of the severe lack of time that we all, rather optimistically, 
assumed lock-down would provide us with. Making the time to attend the Zoom services 
each week has been a great way for our family to ensure there is at least a sense of 
normality to our weeks, even when everything else has been turned on its head, and I know 
the children have found this particularly helpful. The Zoom services have become a firm 
fixture in our ‘new-normal’ weekly routine and one that we all enjoy. They really are the 
perfect substitute for the ‘real thing’ that we all took completely for granted until just a few 
weeks ago.  
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A Thank you to Ridgeway School 

We applaud our Headteacher, staff, pupils and parents as teaching has continued throughout 
the pandemic on site (critical workers and vulnerable children) and via the virtual classroom 
with home schooling.  

A huge amount of work has now been done behind the scenes to ensure that everything is 
ready for Ridgeway School to gradually reopen its doors to designated pupils.  
Compassionate leadership, an ability to listen and a recognition of the sense of loss that we 
have all experienced during this time of social isolation will help to ensure our children 
continue ‘Building for Life’ which is the vision of the school. It is based on the bible story of 
the wise man who built his house on rock.  (Matthew 7. 24 – 27). Built on this foundation are 
core values: caring, perseverance and respect, together with an appreciation of the 
importance of relationship and community. We hope that as this time of transition begins 
these values will continue to inspire us all. 

Ridgeway School we applaud you and continue to hold you in our prayers… 

Rector Leonora 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

A Challenge for the Ridgeway Benefice this June! 

This spring has certainly been different for most of us! The churches in 
the Ridgeway Benefice would like to celebrate the beautiful world 
that we live in and have decided to set a challenge for everyone, 

young and old! We would like people to paint a picture onto a stone 
- something you have noticed whilst out on your walks perhaps. 

Once you have created your stone, you can seal the paint/pen by 
coating it in PVA glue, which will help it to last. Also, please put your 

name on the back of the stone. 

The stones can then be placed outside the main door of the church 
in your village. We hope to create a display at each church showing 
some of the wonderful parts of God’s creation that we have in our 

area. 

  

Towards the end of June, we plan to take a photograph of each display 
and feature them in next month’s Signposts. 

Let us celebrate God’s wonderful world and thank Him that we are 
blessed to live in this beautiful area.  

We are excited to see your creations! 

 
A Cherry Tree Litany 
I feel the warmth of early morning sun. 
The blackbird, singing in the cherry tree 
Entrances all with matins just begun – 
Ethereal plainchant, plangent melody. 
 
The snow-white blossom hides a darkling bird 
From eyes that would discern this source of joy. 
Though nothing’s seen, his heartfelt song is heard, 
His mate to charm; his rivals to annoy. 
 
Charmer of worms, I see your yellow beak 
Now opening to disgorge divine enchantment 
To humans, who the charms of Nature seek, 
In troubled times, for solace and contentment. 
 
Your pastoral serenade surrounds me all day long; 
The sun is sinking fast, and so, to evensong. 

Mike Jones  

 

SOME IDEAS! 


