Childrey & SparsholtNewsletter
MAY 2020

England only

www.sparsholtandwestcot.org | www.childrey.org.uk

email for newsletter articles: childreynews@gmail.com Please submit articles by the 18th of themonth

What constitutes a reasonable excuse to leave the
place where you live
Regulation 6 of the The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020
states no person may leave the place where they live without a reasonable excuse. This does not
apply to homeless people (Reg. 6(4)). CPS have produced a really useful practical guide as to what
might and what might not constitute a ‘reasonable excuse’. They have kindly allowed us to reproduce
this to help officers, however each case still needs to be considered based on the individual facts as
they present themselves.
Some public statements made soon after the adoption of the Regulations suggested that members of
the public could only leave their homes if ‘essential’ to do so. However, this is not the test set out in the
Regulations and there is no legal basis for a requirement in those terms to be imposed. The applicable
threshold is that of ‘reasonable excuse’.
This list is not exhaustive and officers are required to use their discretion and judgement in deciding
what is and what isn’t ‘reasonable’ in the circumstances.
Likely to be reasonable

Not likely to be
reasonable

Buying several days’ worth of
food, including luxury items
and alcohol.

Collecting surplus basic food
items from a friend.

We are operating a ‘One in One out’ system.
We would like to reassure our customers that we are doing everything we can to mitigate risk
and manage this situation as best we can.
Apologies to all our customers for any inconvenience this may cause you, we have not taken this
decision lightly and hope that by taking action now we can reduce the effect of the virus on our
community.
Stay well and thank you for choosing to support us at Childrey Stores

Necessities

If a person is already out
of the address with good
reason, then it would not be
proportionate to prevent the
person from buying nonessential items.

Gill, Jane and Floss

Sign up to our newsletter on our website;
Website: www.childreystores.co.uk
Instagram: @childreystores
Tel : 01235 751 459

‘Obtain’ includes purchasing,
but could include collecting
or sharing items, provided
this is genuine.
Buying paint and brushes,
simply to redecorate a
kitchen.

What constitutes a reasonable excuse to leave the place where you live

• Fresh fruit and Veg delivered Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday

• Essential groceries and more.

Food could include hot food
from takeaways.

Buying tools and supplies
to repair a fence panel
damaged in recent bad
weather.

• Fresh Childrey made bread everyday.

• A great selection of wine and beer.

Comments
There is no need for all a
person’s shopping to be
basic food supplies; the
purchase of snacks and
luxuries is still permitted.
In general terms, a person
has a reasonable excuse to
visit the shops which remain
open to customers under the
Regulations.

Buying a small amount of a
staple item or necessity (eg,
a newspaper, pet food, a loaf
of bread or pint of milk).

May at Childrey Stores

The regulations specify
maintenance and upkeep. This
does not extend to renovation
and improvements.
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Searle
School of
Motoring
My name is David Searle and I am a Childrey based
Driving Instructor offering professional and patient
tuition to new learners. I also provide refresher
courses for those who have already passed their test
but want to build up their experience and skills. I
cover a wide area surrounding Wantage, Grove, the
villages and beyond.
I am a DBS checked and DVSA approved Driving
Instructor. I am also a member of the Institute of
Advanced Motorists.

I am very proud to say that my first time pass rate
for learners is 80% - the national average is 47%
Gift vouchers available.
Tel: 07747 630 202
Email: davemsearle@aol.com
Website: www.davidsearledrivingschool.co.uk

We want to hear
your news!
Small, friendly Matwork class at
Sparsholt Memorial Hall
Mondays 20:00 – 21:00
Email sally@pilateswithsally.co.uk for
information & to book a place
Classes also held in Grove, Charney Bassett, Denchworth
& Shrivenham
Sally is a level 3 certified Body Control Pilates teacher with
specialist qualifications in bone health, older person &
matwork & is a Back4Good practitioner & BackCare
Professional member

If you have any news,
events or opinions you’d
like to share with Childrey
and Sparsholt residents,
we want to hear it. Email
the editor on our new
email address:
Childreynews@gmail.com

Submissions by the 18th of the
month please.

ADRIAN SMITH
PAINTER & DECORATOR
City & Guilds qualified – 35 years of experience
domestic and commercial redecoration – from a single
room to an entire house
¨ period homes ¨ new builds ¨ change of tenancy ¨
¨ friendly, reliable and trustworthy service ¨
¨ quality finish using quality materials ¨
¨ competitive rates ¨

asmith417@btinternet.com
07717060297

NEWS FROM
ST MARY’S
We hope all of you are well and coping with the very challenging times. Like us we are
sure you are amazed and so grateful for all the many wonderful acts of kindness and
generosity seen around the village which bring us closer together to make us an even
stronger community.
We have also been reflecting on all the events and activities planned to sustain and
grow our close community links which have had to be postponed. However, they are
not lost, just on hold, and bring much hope for the future …… Hymns and Pimms to
celebrate the refurbishment of the organ, Ridgeway School services, Church Fete, Teddy
Bears picnic service, King Alfred’s art exhibition, Ridgeway Pilgrimage Walk, an organ
recital to show the full extent of the successful repairs. Looking forward and not yet on
hold is Harvest Festival and a Pets’ service. We are sorry, too, that the church has to
remain closed and especially that several Christenings and summer Weddings have had
to be postponed. We really look forward to being able to host those celebrations with
the couples and families involved as soon as than can be re-scheduled.
For those who may like to join in, Leonora and Andrea hold a communion service each
Sunday at 10.00am via Zoom followed by coffee together online. If you would like to
join us please contact Revd Andrea Colbrook revd.acolbrook@gmail.com or telephone
07749865052 for details of the Zoom link and passwords, as well as a copy of the
service. More information on our Instagram too.
Finally, both Leonora (760112) and Andrea (as above) are at the other end of the phone
for anyone who would like a chat.
Linda Soames
lindasoames@home.3b.co.uk
Tel: 715297
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysChildrey
Instagram: stmaryschildrey

John Martin
johnmartin72a@gmail.com
Tel: 751809

CHAT FROM THE CLERK

The next Childrey Parish Council meetings will be held on Monday 11 May 2020, the Annual
Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm and the Annual Meeting of Childrey Parish Council starting
at approx. 8pm, both to be held in Childrey Village Hall or via Zoom link TBC.
Clerk.childreypc@aol.co.uk
Andrew Froud kindly allows parishioners to walk their dogs in the top field at the end of West
Street, past the school. Please remember to stick to the edges of the field and make sure that
you pick up after your dog and put the bag in the bin which is on the left as you come back
along West Street. This field is grown for animal food and dog faeces and plastic could kill if
it gets amongst the cut feed.
The next Sparsholt Parish Council Meeting will be the AGM and held on Wednesday 13th May
2020 starting at 7.00pm in Griffin Memorial Hall, Sparsholt or via Zoom link TBC.
Clerk.Sparsholtpc@aol.co.uk
Clerk to both Parish Councils Debbi Lewis-Pryde 01235 751 923
The District Council have asked that people do not light bonfires during this time to reduce
potential call outs of the fire service.
If any parishioners in Childrey, Sparsholt or Westcot need any assistance please do get in touch
with me. I have volunteers that are happy to do shopping, collect prescriptions (Brett’s chemist
in Grove preferred please), do banking or go to the Post Office or anything else that we can
help with for anyone who is self-isolating. I have an answer machine so if I am out please leave
me your name and phone number and I will call you back even if you just fancy a chat! Don’t
be lonely we need to all look after each other.

Church Street and Newbury Street surgeries are now in LOCKDOWN so please
only come to the Mably Way Health Centre if you have spoken to a clinician
and they have asked you to come.
Thank you to all patients for your understanding and support during this challenging time.
Both surgeries still see patients between 8.30 am and 6.30 pm Monday to Friday. Patients
should only come to the surgery if given an appointment. Please do not turn up without
contacting the practice first. Please also follow the instructions given to you if you are asked to
come to the health centre. You will be asked to contact the practice upon arrival by telephone
and to remain in your car until a clinician collects you. These changes have been put in place to
ensure that all our patients and staff stay safe whilst continuing to adhere to government
guidance. The preferred method for contacting us is to use our econsult system which is
available 24/7 by visiting our website http://wantagechurchstreet.co.uk/ and answering a few
questions - we will then get back to you by the end of the next working day at the latest.
ALL PRESCRIPTIONS are now being delivered by The Wantage & Surrounding Area Coronavirus
Support Group. Please call 01235 260033 for your prescription to be delivered. DO NOT GO TO
Lloyds Pharmacy to try and collect. All the staff at Mably Way Health Centre and patients and
public must be protected.
Please stay safe. If you would like us to collect your prescription and deliver for free please
TEXT 07520649186.

Please remember to keep to the rules on leaving your home (see poster in this newsletter) and
the 2m social distancing rule when outside. Try to take measures to avoid touching gates and
stiles and most importantly keep washing your hands with soap and warm water/hand sanitiser
and do not touch your face until you have done this. Stay safe and stay home to protect each
other and our NHS!
New hotline for diabetes patients during COVID-19
www.ouh.nhs.uk/news/article.aspx?id=1225
If your household waste, food bin, recycling bin or brown garden waste bin is not collected on
the appointed day please leave out on the following day.
For local information about services affected during COVID-19; updates about critical frontline
services such as fire and rescue, waste collections, highways and children’s social care:
https://news.Oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-from-the-government/
Agendas will be posted on both the website and village noticeboards. Both Parish Councils reserve the
right to change the meeting dates, times and venues – please always check the notice board for correct
information. Agendas are published three clear working days before each Parish Council meeting. Also
Planning meetings will be inserted periodically to allow the Parish Council to discuss and respond before
the VOWHDC deadlines and the agenda will be published on the notice board three clear working days
prior to the meeting. Planning applications can be viewed on the VOWHDC planning register.
If you notice any potholes, overgrown footpaths or verges or any other Highways issues please report to
the ‘fixmystreet’ website. Highways respond quicker to the problems that have the most logs on their
site and include photographs. Please DO NOT wait for a parish council meeting to report Highways issues.

COVID-19
We have set up a community care group and a community
working group to assist people during the COVID-19 outbreak
and beyond.
If you are in the vulnerable category described by the
government, or know someone who is, and feel we could
support you in general and during periods of isolation – please
pass your/their details to:
Clerk.childreypc@aol.co.uk
Or during opening hours to Gill at the shop on:
info@childreystores.co.uk
Or
01235 751 459

ANNOUNCEMENT: CHILDREYFEST 2020
We are saddened to announce the postponement of the sixth ChildreyFest this
year due to the current circumstances.
Although much of the future of this year is uncertain, for us to thrive as a
festival, this is the time we would need to begin planning and start ticket sales.
As we are most uncertain what position we as a village we will be in come July,
we see this as the best option for both the future of the fest, its great
volunteers and its fabulous audience.
We want to thank everyone who has been involved with the festivals we have
done so far and pass along our sincerest apologies to our community for being
unable to host such a wonderful festival this year.
We will be sharing great memories from previous years on our Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter pages (@ChildreyFest), so do give us a follow and share
any with us that spark joy!
Feel free to contact us with any questions or comments to
info@childreyfest.co.uk
Stay Safe x

Communication and caring for our neighbours will help us all
during this tough period, so don’t hesitate to contact us
through the usual Parish Council means or via the shop.
Childrey PC and Childrey Stores

Childrey and District Tuesday Club
In accordance with Government guidelines, Childrey & District
Tuesday Club is cancelling all its forthcoming meetings and outings
until further notice. We hope that all of our members and friends
keep well and we look forward to seeing them all when this
pandemic is over.

Over Easter some beautiful Easter gardens were made by the children and here
is a selection!

Rafe

Lucy & Eleanor

Oliver & Henry

Jacob
Milly & Mia

