
Report for parishes June 13 2021 

 

Council elections May 2021 and health scrutiny 

County elections have resulted in a county council with no overall control so the LibDems, 

Greens and Labour councillors have agreed to cooperate to provide stability.    

 

The first meeting of the county health scrutiny committee (JHOSC) since the election will take 

place next Thursday 24th. A new chairman will be elected. It is likely that the first meeting may 

be a bit messy with dealing with outstanding issues from the previous meeting. In addition, 

ongoing unresolved issues include, (i) Wantage Hospital and the beds (HOSC had expected 

that they would be reinstated until a final decision is made about them), (ii) infection control 

in care homes. I am not convinced that we have learned completely from the first wave last 

spring. I was requested to prepare and have submitted a report on this for HOSC but this is 

going through the system at a snail’s pace. Care Homes are using gov.uk as their guidelines 

but it is not enough. I have recommended a source of detailed advice and information 

https://bushproof.com/care-homes-strategy-for-infection-prevention-control-of-covid-19-

based-on-clear-delineation-of-risk-zones/. If this is taken up it will also help reduce winter flu 

cases in care homes next winter. (iii) BOB ICS. We are still concerned over the management 

of health care across the county and its amalgamation for several services with those of Bucks 

and West Berks.  

How democratic scrutiny will be carried out remains unclear and many questions remain. For 

most services there will be no change but a few specialist services will be shared with those 

counties, meaning travel in some cases! 

 

Closure of the Beacon as a symptom-free testing centre 

From Saturday 26 June at 12.30pm, Oxfordshire’s four symptom-free community testing sites 

will close – this includes the testing centre at The Beacon in Wantage.  

The symptom-free testing sites were opened to respond to a need to encourage as many 

symptom-free people as possible to get tested using rapid lateral flow devices (LFDs) to help 

stop the spread of the virus at the height of the pandemic.  

Over time, a number of alternative options for accessing LFD tests have been developed and 

made available to the public. These include: workplace testing, secondary school and college 

testing, collecting home test kits from pharmacies or our symptomatic testing sites or jumping 

online to request a home delivery. This has made it much easier for people to choose how 

and when they get tested.  

Very few people are now visiting the symptom-free sites for in-person testing and are opting 

to use the wider range of alternative options to do their bit. 

 

“Move together” launched across Oxfordshire to help vulnerable residents  

A new county-wide programme “Move Together” has been launched today which will support 

hundreds of Oxfordshire residents most affected by Covid-19 to move more and protect their 

health and wellbeing.   

The Move Together initiative received a total of £362,975 from the Contain Outbreak 

Management Fund and Active Oxfordshire will be co-ordinating it. South Oxfordshire and Vale 



of White Horse district councils will work alongside them and the other districts across the 

county to provide personalised support for people who are clinically extremely vulnerable 

and who have been shielding and any residents whose health has been affected by the 

lockdowns over the past year.   

A wide range of support and choices of activities will be available to residents through the 

councils’ Active Communities team, including home activity packs, phone calls/befriender 

services, community activities and exercise sessions for specific conditions.   

The support provided will be personalised to each individual based on their specific needs and 

will be provided by physical activity specialists.    

Move Together will reach vulnerable residents across the county, helping them to increase 

their physical activity levels in a way that works for them.  

 

Consultation on virtual/hybrid meetings 

This is a reminder that the deadline for commenting on virtual and hybrid meetings 

consultation is fast approaching. The Secretary of State, Robert Jenrick has been clear that 

Government will be considering closely submissions to MHCLG's call for evidence on virtual 

and hybrid meetings, which closes next Thursday 17 June (Google 

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence/  

if this link does not work). As there are a number of competing demands for the parliamentary 

timetable, any data from councils will be helpful as the Ministry makes the case within 

Government. 
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