
 

CHILDREY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Childrey Parish Council held on 

 

Monday 26th April 2021 starting at 7.30pm 

 

via ZOOM 

 

 

Present: Councillors Hadley, Bowden, Heath, Rea and Sanders, the Clerk and RFO, CCllr Constance and 7 

parishioner households. 

 

  ACTION 

1 Apologies:  DC Barrow.   

2 Declaration of Interests:  None.  

3 Minutes of the Childrey Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th March 2021:  It 
was RESOLVED the minutes be accepted as a true record and were signed by the 
Chairman. 

 

4 Matters Arising: 

a) Highway Improvement Map:  CCllr Constance will give an update once it has 
been finalised.  

b) The Hatchet Public House ACV (Asset of Community Value):  Cllr Hadley said 
that the Parish Council were not in a position to re-apply as there is no current 
evidence of ancillary use, Cllr Bowden agreed.  Cllr Sanders offered to sign up to 
the ACV workshop being held by the Vale of White Horse District Council to gain 
a better understanding of the process and why it does not work for our 
application.  The Vale of White Horse District Council Enforcement is still pending.  
Cllr Hadley stated that the Planning Inspectorate had confirmed that no change of 
use would be permitted.  It was agreed unanimously to close the application for 
an ACV on the Hatchet Public House.   

A parishioner suggested working with the owners might be better rather than 
trying to apply an ACV stating that potential buyers could be put off if an ACV is 
on the Public House.  Cllr Hadley suggested that the Clerk write to the owners 
regarding their future intentions.  CCllr Constance disagreed and thought it best 
not to meddle as the Parish Council were in the queue to have their Enforcement 
case heard, although it is taking an undue amount of time and to press for speed 
although the Planning and Enforcement department are currently under 
resourced.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk write to the owners to ask 
their intentions.                

c) Updates of the Terms of Reference:  Cllr Bowden has sent a link to the 
document store.  Cllr Bowden had forwarded the Financial Regulations with 
suggested amendments; tendering levels, 3 quotes and striving for three quotes 
amounts to be changed.  To be approved at the Annual Meeting in May.  The 
RFO will amend the Financial Procedures document, and this will also be agreed 
at the Annual Meeting in May.  Cllr Hadley thanks Cllr Bowden for her work on 
this. 

 

Cllr Constance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 



  ACTION 

 d) Field on the B4507 behind the houses on the south side of West Street:  The 
Clerk to wrote to Ben Smith, the new owner and received a reply stating there 
was no intention to sell the fields.  The accesses had been widened to allow for 
larger machinery to exit the B4507 quickly.  The Tree Preservation Officer has 
asked that unless we can prove imminent threat to the trees, the Tree 
Preservation Order would not be granted.  A parishioner had emailed the Parish 
Council as he was surprised that there had not been a planning application for the 
new entrance into the field.  Cllr Hadley said that the B4507 is a country road and 
people travelling along it should expect farm vehicles.  Cllr Hadley asked CCllr 
Constance if there was any use in the Clerk contacting PCC Highways regarding 
the two accesses.  CCllr Constance said yes tell OCC Highways that there is a 
new access, and they may in turn ask the Vale of White Horse District Council to 
ask the landowner for retrospective planning permission, it would be sensible to 
check.  CCllr Constance said that she was unsure who the B4507 OCC Highways 
officer would be.  Cllr Hadley asked that the Clerk write to OCC Highways.     

e) No parking sign on either side of the entrance to Dog Lane off the High 
Street:  The Clerk wrote to both properties and received replies.  Penn House 
was awaiting new owner to move in, and it was agreed that the Clerk should write 
again now they have moved in.  The owner of the property on the other side has 
agreed to the sign. 

f) Preservation Order on the trees in the Holloway:  Covered under 4b) above. 
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Clerk 

5 Finance:   

a) Approval of the finance report up to 31st March 2021:  Cllr Hadley read out the 
report and proposed acceptance of it, seconded by Cllr Sanders and agreed 
unanimously.  Cllr Hadley will sign and initial the bank statements. 

b) Approval of payments:  HMRC £277.00, Clerk salary for April £369.61, RFO 
salary for April £75.66, Printing for the Newsletter £94.00 were all proposed by 
Cllr Hadley, seconded by Cllr Bowden and agreed by unanimously. 

c) Any other finance matters:  The Clerk stated that due to the Parish Church 
wanting their grass collecting and causing a cost increase, a new contract had to 
be signed.  All other costs for the Parish Council will remain the same as agreed 
last year.  The Parish Councillors agreed unanimously that the Clerk can sign the 
new contract.  A parishioner asked for clarification of where the Village Green 
went up to along West Street, the Clerk clarified this.   

The Parish Council agreed to open a Community Instant Access Account with 
Metro Bank.  All key official roles are to remain the same.  No changes are to be 
made to the signing rules.   

The RFO asked if the Parish Council would like to have an external audit, this is 
optional.  Cllr Bowden said it was an unnecessary expense.  Cllr Hadley said that 
it was not required, and this was unanimously agreed.    

The RFO asked about Newsletter advertising and it was unanimously agreed to 
review this after June.   

The RFO asked if the Parish Councillors would like to renew their subscription to 
CFO (Community First Oxfordshire) costing £55.00.  Cllr Hadley said that he had 
noticed that CFO were offering free planning advice and that it would be worth 
renewing.  Cllr Bowden added that the Village Hall Committee had used CFO for 
advice in the past.  Cllr Hadley proposed renewing the subscription, seconded by 
Cllr Bowden and agreed unanimously.   

The Clerk said that she had received a letter from the Independent Advice Centre 
asking for donation.  The RFO said that last year the Parish Council donated £75, 
the Clerk thought it should perhaps increase as they had been helping 
parishioners during COVID.  Cllr Sanders proposed a donation of £100, seconded 
by Cllr Bowden and agreed unanimously.  Cllr Hadley thanked the RFO.       
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  ACTION 

6 DCllrs Report:  DCllr Barrow had emailed across a report, Cllr Hadley summarized 
the report, see attached.   
CCllrs Report:  CCllr Constance had emailed reports regarding climate action and a 
longer report on wider issues.  The local MP has put in a bid to re-open Grove 
railway station by 2028 and it has gone through to the third round but up against 88 
other bids.   A parishioner said he was glad that CCllr Constance was supporting the 
40 mph along New Road and wanted to ask CCllr Constance about the history in 
tonnage of larger lorries and speed through the Village.  CCllr Constance said that it 
is a diversion route for any blockages along the A417 and that larger lorries should 
not really go through the Village.  Two months ago, the flooding along the A417 had 
caused a diversion through Childrey.  The road drain is blocked and works to 
replace this have been planned.  The ambition is to restrict short cutting and try to 
enforce weight restrictions and a 20 mph speed limit through the Villages.  CCllr 
Constance is pushing hard for the 20 mph speed limit.  The parishioner is going to 
write to CCllr Constance, and Cllr Constance agreed to forward it within OCC, Cllr 
Hadley asked that the Clerk is also cc’d in.  CCllr Constance stated that through the 
Village is a designated diversion route when other roads area closed and the A417 
should be used when it is open instead.  Cllr Hadley thanked CCllr Constance for 
her advice.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 Highways: 

a) New Road:  CCllr Constance reported that there was no update on this.  

b) Any other Highways matters:  A parishioner asked about the bend by the Old 
Rectory and by the gate onto High Street and said that the surface of High Street 
was damaged and the road towards Childrey from Wantage was full of potholes.  
The parishioner will write to CCllr Constance about these matters and cc in the 
Clerk.  A parishioner said that he had contacted Earthline about the speed and 
frequency of their lorries and that New Road is breaking up due to the number of 
lorries.  Cllr Hadley explained that the Parish Council has already raised this with 
OCC Highways and Earthline.  Cllr Hadley stated that New Road was re-
surfaced using a new method as a trial road.  Vehicles towing trailers were also 
mentioned by a parishioner, as they make the properties close to the road 
shake.  Cllr Hadley said that “fix my street” is a good way to report Highway 
problems and he would encourage parishioners to use this.  Cllr Hadley said that 
CCllr Constance has put money into a survey for New Road.  A parishioner 
asked if Earthline lorries should be allowed to drive through the Village and the 
Clerk stated that at present this cannot be stopped as there is no weight 
restriction on the road.  The Clerk said that CCllr Constance is supporting the 
enforcement of 20 mph and weight restrictions through the Vale Villages.  Cllr 
Hadley said that numerous complaints have been made to Earthline, A 
parishioner would like to register that parishioners are unhappy with the lorries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  ACTION 

8 Planning: 

New Applications: 

• P21/V0902/HH School House, OX12 9UT:  Rear extension and internal 
reconfiguration.  Cllr Hadley proposed a response of no objections agreed 
unanimously.  The Clerk to submit the response. 

• P21/V0886/HH Parsonage Farm, Sparsholt Road, OX12 9PH:  Loft conversion 
with addition of 3 dormers to rear of dwelling, small pop out extension and post 
under existing eaves.  Removal of 1 of the front porches and existing chimneys.  
New Chimney to west gable.  Cllr Hadley proposed a response of no objections, 
agreed unanimously.  The Clerk to submit the response. 

• P20/V1560/HH and P20/V1564/LB Charles Cottage, High Street, OX12 9UD:   
Amendment No 1 date 6th April 2021.    Car parking area and new vehicular access, 
new wall and gate adjoining Listed Building, new timber shed and garden 
landscaping works – RETROSPECTIVE.  Cllr Hadley said that these applications 
were just for the wall and the gate.  Cllr Hadley had viewed the amended plans on 
the planning portal and noticed that there was no garage modification.  The 
applicant said that the garage block had been removed from the amended plans.  
Cllr Hadley asked the Parish Councillors if their original comments had changed.  
Cllr Hadley said that the Parish Council had not received any comments for or 
against the applications.  Cllr Hadley asked if the Parish Councillors wanted to re-
submit their original comments.  Cllr Hadley proposed submitting the original 
comments and this was agreed unanimously.  The Clerk to submit the response.                 

• P21/V0727/HH 19 Chapel Way, OX12 9UU:  Proposed two storey side extension.  
Cllr Bowden was having trouble visualising the application, Cllr Hadley said that they 
had no access at the road, and that it is a car port.  Cllr Hadley proposed a response 
of no objections agreed unanimously.   The Clerk to submit the response.   
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8 Planning: 

Decisions: 

• P20/V1560/HH and P20/V1564/LB Charles Cottage, High Street, OX12 9UD:  A 
retrospective application to regularise the works carried out to the rear car parking 
area and the new wall and gate.  No decision.   

• P21/V1022/FUL Childrey Village Stores, High Street, OX12 9UE:  Erection of an 
open cover outside the village shop to allow the shop to operate an “in and out” 
door increasing social distancing.  No decision. 

• P20/V2594/FUL Frethorne Stud, New Road, OX12 9PG:  Proposed equestrian 
building, as amended by plans and additional information received 18 December, 
13 January and 25 January.  No decision. 

• P20/V0887/LB Pond Farm, High Street, OX12 9UA:  Repairs to roof and 
chimneystacks.  No decision.  DCllr Barrow had reported to the Parish Council 
that the District Council planning department were awaiting a bat survey, and this 
was causing the delay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  ACTION 

9 Childrey Football Club:  Andy Yarker from the Playing Field Trust said that they 
have had a request for a number of extra football matches, but they are monitoring 
how well the pitch will cope.  The Childrey Football club would like to add a 
defibrillator to the pavilion but there are two options; one would he a handheld 
device that would only be available whilst football was taking pace and the other 
option is a more expensive one which would be a permanent fixture on the outside 
of the building.  The Playing Field Trust support this but currently their outgoings 
are beyond their incomings due to COVID.  Andrew asked if there were any grants 
available as the Village Hall one is too far away from the Playing Field.  The 
Childrey Football club wanted to know if any section 106 money would pay for this?  
CCllr Constance said it would be unlikely and that CIL funds would be easier to 
claim but there is no development in the Village.  Cllr Bowden asked how much the 
Playing Field Trust currently has in the bank account and Andrew replied approx. 
£20,000.  Little Ducks are renovating the rear of the pavilion and the Playing Field 
Trust may have to repair or replace the zip wire in the near future.  CCllr Constance 
asked where the players come from, were some of them from outside the Village?  
Andrew said yes some from Wantage and surrounding area.  CCllr Constance 
suggested a letter to Wantage Town Council, East Challow Parish Council and 
Grove Town Council asking for section 106 to cover the cost, but the Football club 
would have to establish that some of the players came from those areas.  CCllr 
Constance said that the Football Club would have to apply.  Andrew did not know 
the cost of either device but CCllr Constance thought the fixed one was in the 
region of £1,500 and suggested a grant from SSE.  The Clerk said that a grant 
from SSE had paid for the defibrillator on the Village Hall.  CCllr Constance said 
that the Football Club could apply to SSE direct and also the CO-OP offer a grant.  
It was asked if the FA would contribute, Andrew replied that they would pay 50% of 
the handheld device.  The Vale of White Horse District Council do also have a 
sports department which might be worth approaching.           

 

10 Childrey Village Stores proposal to put benches and tables on the Village Green 
area opposite the Village shop:  DCllr Barrow has been involved in discussions around 
this request and the District Council has stated that as it is Village Green the ball is in the 
court of the Parish Council.  The Clerk has sent letters to the surrounding properties and 
has received only one response which was in favour.  Visitors to the Village Shop have 
already been using the benches outside the Public House.  Cllr Bowden thought it was a 
good idea and Cllr Rea agreed.  A parishioner said that the Village Shop were always very 
intuitive.  A parishioner asked how the offer of use of the Village Green could be 
withdrawn when inside the shop seating is back in use.  Cllr Hadley said that this would be 
a temporary permission, only to the current shop owners to be reviewed after COVID 
restrictions.  A parishioner asked if it was only for a three-week period.  Cllr Hadley 
responded that it could be, the Parish Council can approve use for it for a time period of 
their choice.  A parishioner said that the Parish Council do not own the Village Green, they 
only manage it but so long as it causes no damage, and it does not interrupt anyone’s 
enjoyment of the Village Green it could be allowed.  A parishioner was concerned that it 
may set a precedent.  Cllr Sanders said that the Parish Council should make it clear that 
this is temporary in case prospective new owners think that it is a permanent 
arrangement.  A parishioner also mentioned the grass cutters and that sturdy furniture 
should be used.  Cllr Hadley said that this would only be for the summer of 2021 and the 
Parish Council would keep the ability to withdraw permission at any stage.  The Clerk to 
inform the grasscutter that notice would be required for grass cutting that area and that 
the Parish Council gives temporary permission until September 2021 to the Village Store 
but reserves the right to withdraw this at any time.  Cllr Sanders said it could be extended 
to mid-October if the weather stayed dry.  Cllr Bowden suggested adding a review in three 
months.  This was proposed by Cllr Sanders, seconded by Cllr Bowden and agreed 
unanimously.  The Clerk to draft a response to be circulated for approval to the Parish 
Councillors before sending.              
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11 Parishioners Points:  None.  

  12 Dates of next Meetings:  The next Childrey Parish Council meeting will be the Annual 
Parish Meeting and Childrey Annual Parish Council meeting to held on Monday 
17th May 2021 starting at 7.30pm in the Childrey Village Hall.  Dates are subject to 
change and Planning meetings will be inserted as required. 

 



 


